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ABSTRACT 

In the Salinas Onion High School District, 
California, diplomas are presented to qualified students at the end 
of either the fall or the spring semester. Graduation requirements 
specify courses, number of semesters, proficiency (or remedial in 
lieu of substitution), aud number of cumulative units. Therefore, at 
mid-year two bodies of seniors are released from the class. The 
first, and by far the largest, consists of those who have completed 
semester, course, and unit requirements and who have requested 
graduation. The second group is comprised of released nongraduates 
who have elected an alternative fulfillment of requirements, but for 
whom no transfer of permanent records has occurred. This second group 
plans to graduate and usually does so with their class at the 
conclusion of the spring semest?r. At the conclusion of the fall 
semester, school year 1973-74, at least 195 of the approximately 
1,200 students in the senior class were released. (Author/MH) 
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Wt» .Iff tlu» music whilo liu' music lasts. 



— T. S. KHot 



At the conclusion <>f tho Fall semfster, ^u•iu>pl year 1973-74, at 
least 195 of the approximately 1,200 enrolled students in the Senior class 

were released. ^ 

In the Salinas Ihuon High School District diplomas arc prest-nted to 
qualified students at the end of either the Fall or Spring semester, 
r.raduation requirements specify courses, number of semesters, proficiency 

(or remedial in lieu substitution), and number of cumulative units. The 

current requirements are: 

a. 8 semt^sters of Kngllsh 

b. Physical Education-required enrollment during every semester 

of regular school attendance until the age of 18. (Rcpul.ir 
school attendance Is enrollment for at least 3 classes.) 

c. 2 semesters of American History 

d. 1 or 2 semesters of American Government 

(At North Salinas High School and Alisal High School a 
one semester substitution of a Senior level Social 
Science class is optional.) 

e. 2 or 3 semesters of other Social Science (depending on "d" above) 

f. 2 semesters of Science 

p. 1 Driver's Education Course 

h. 1 First Aid Course 

i. 8th grade tested proficiency (or in lieu substitution) In: 

a. Reading 

b. Mathematics 
], 200 units t>f credit 

Considering that roost students can and do accumulate 30 units per 
semester, and in six semesters have amassed 180 units, it is surprising that 
many more students do not elect early or mid-year graduation. Possible 
motivations for delay of graduation may be enjoyment of the Senior year and 
its activities, affirmation of the total high school experience (80% of our 
graduates respond that high school is n pleasant and rewarding experience. 
Opportunity and Decision 11, p. 35), postponement until June to make a final 
decisfo.. of what their major activities will be following graduation, satls- 
favtion with tho traditi(»nal cvclinj; of the school year, avoidance of a 



2 

poHKibly long period (January to Septonber) of aimless activity and loss of 
ptH»r contact. The answerj(s) probably occur In coiid>ination<8) , but are 
.*SH%*n t { a 1 1 y unknown . 

As a research problem, a study of mid-year graduation presents no 
unusual difficulty In research design. In this and nearly all school districts, 
graduation requirements are the constants, and when. %rtiere and how ire the 
variabl«?a« 

Study of the appropriate records demonstrated that all students reported 
horo were classified as Seniors except two (both Juniors). Although the 
raid-year graduation phenomenon will be shown to be complex, it Is probable 
that its complexities are not as great as the traditl end of school year 
ceremi>ny. Then, more Juniors and carry overs from inter * d mid-year graduates, 
as well as non-graduated members of previously graduatec classfes, join those 
who are completing the normal four-year sequence. 

It will become clear that the apparent mid-year graduation also contains 
a partial Senior class clearance operation the effect of which is to create 
an off-campus population of Seniors, who are not enrolled or attending the 
high school, but nevertheless remain the school's responsibility so far as 
graduation Is concerned. 

The process by which graduation or off-campus alternative fulfillment 
of requirements works follows an arrangement something like this. A student 
notifies his counselor that he has plans to graduate. The counselor Inspects 
the student's permanent record, and, in an individual conference, approves 
or disapproves the student's plans. If approval Is granted, the student Is 
issued at the appropriate time clearance or class and office sign-out pap?rs. 
These papers when properly completed are turned into the registrar. The 
student Is released from regular attendance. 

Therefore at mid-year two bodies of Seniors are released from the class. 
The first* and by far the largest, consists of those who have completed 
semester, course, and unit requirements and requested graduation. The 
second group are released non-graduates who have elected alternative fulfill- 
ment of requirements, but for whom no transfer of permanent records has 
oecurred. This second group plans to graduate and usually does with their 
;'la8H at the conclusion of the Spring semester. 
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The r»*al mid-year graduate body itself consists of two groups: those 
who completed requirements in attendance at the high school, and those who 
were released from Fall semester attendance to complete requirements in 
Salinas off campus. This later group returned at mid-year to graduate. 

The mid-year released off-campus Seniors, who have not fulfilled require- 
ments in attendance, consist of several groups. The distinccioi. between 
groupH is where requirements will be met. The major alternatives are Salinas 
Adult School and Hartnell Community College. The Salinas American Rt. >oss 
and San Jose State University were also chosen by one student each. 

The Santa Barbara County School's pilot follow-up study of high school 
graduates and subsequent statewide field testing, funded by federal vcu^tional 
education funds, has identified several student characteristics that are 
highly correlated with the graduate's choice of subsequent activities. So 
the tables of frequencies that follow report numerical observations on those 
actionable characteristics. 



Alisdl High School 

r.roup 

(.r.uiuatt's, .utendod Alis.il Ulph School Fall '73 

Rvloasod, non-firaduate« * 

(will not attend Alisal High School Spring 74) 



Number in Group 
47 



to complete requirements at: 



Salinas Adult School 3 
Hartnell Community College 2 



5J students represent approximately 16% of the 321 enrolled Seniors. 

Graduate Characteristics 
(reported in characteristic, variable, and number of persons) 



SeX 






Ethnic Group 




G.P.A. 




Years 


at* 


Prograua** 




(1-25 


-74) 








Allsal Hl&h 




Kem.ilo 35 


17 


37 


American Asian 


2 


0-1.9 


3 


1 


3 


College Prep 8 


Mile 12 


18 


9 


Spanish Surname 


22 


2-2.9 


32 


2 


2 


General 17 




19 


1 


White 


17 


3-4 


12 


3 
4 


7 
35 


Vocational 22 



*les8 than complete year counted as completed 

**1. college Prep defined as at least Algebra and Geometry. 1 year of laboratory 
science, and a foreign language (most had many, many more of the traditional 
solid subjects) 

General Program: the distinguishing feature Is usually no clear c.- coherent 
pattern of classes. A functional definition of this program is dispersed 
cxplorat ion. 

3. Vocational Prep defined: u j i •> 

a. * for girls — typing 1, 2, 3, 4 and shorthand 1-2 

(often includes office fractice and machines, bookkeeping, 
record keeping and clerical training) , ^ . . „ 

b. for boys ~ some extended series of shop or mechanical training, 

or a 1-8 sequence in drafting or agricultural training (usually 
includes a group of related practical training classes) 

(It mav be thai the distinction between persons and selection of high school programs 
is that those V..O choose college preparatory or vocational programs have made up their 
ninds about what they would like their futures to be like. A parent wrote to me 
recently that he thought very few parents help their children prepare for a better 
future. Pi^mrsed exploration or aimlessness may be a symptom of this problem, 
if it is one.) 



Units^ Apjil ii i t Toward (|r aduc'it h>u From Various Sourcos 
(reported by source and number of units and persons) 



W<>rk 



Assisting in 



Kxj[>**r itn<*»' 


School Operation 


Sujnmor 


School 


Adult School 


0 




0 


21 


u 




U Hi 


I- 


5 


1- 5 


9 


1- 5 


9 


1-3 0 




8 


h-lO 


7 


6-10 


7 


4-6 2 


1 i-r» 


0 


ii-n 


6 


ll-lS 


2 


7-10 2 




•s 


16-20 


3 


16-20 


4 


over 10 2 




i 1 


21-25 


I 


21-25 


2 






I 












il- i'> 


I 













Classes tnfejjg 



at H. irtnell rn4tlIK'.nsbl!lL -^-til^ 

0 45 

1- ^> 2 



0 
1 
2 
3 
4 



A 
1 
3 



^•laboratory, library, music, physical education assistants, clerical training', 

helpers and nurses aides 
*<Iu nearly all cases, Suroiner School and Adult School classes were not repnlar 
semester failure makeups. Throughout the district In this population there 
is a high incidence of Driver's Education in Summer School and Ameri an 
Government in Summer School and Salinas Adult School. It is worth repeating 
that these are not repeat or makeup courses. The explanation of this 
phenomenon Is unknown. 
***(:oncurrent Enrollment transcripts school year 1972-73 indicate five mid-year 
Alisal High School graduates completed courses at Hartnell. Four graduates 
waived high school course or unit requirements. None of these students waived 
m»>re than ten units although they clearly were entitled to under the program. 
Transcripts for Fall semester 1973-74 are not yet available. Judging from 
tlje number of students previously enrolled in the program it is probable tha- 
only a few of the mii'-year graduates were participants. 

Released Non-Graduates Characteristics* 
(reported In characteristic, variable, and number of persons) 

*lt should be remembered these students remain Alisal High School's responsibility. 

Where requirements will be met: 

Salinas Adult School 3 
Hartnell College 

G.P.A. 



Sex 
Female 3 
Male 2 



Age Ethnic Croup 

17 4 Spanish Surname 2 

18 1 White 3 



0-1.9 1 

2- 2.9 4 

3- 4 0 



Years at 
Alisal High 

1 - 

2 - 

3 - 

4 5 



Program 

College Prep - 

General 2 

Vocational 3 
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U nits Applied Toward Requirement s from Various Sources 
(reportod by sourrt*, number of units and persons) 

Assist ins in ^ 
Work Experience School Operation Summer School Adult School Hartnell Classes 

03 '03 03 01 05 

1- 5 - 1- 5 - 1- 5 - 1-3 1 

6-10 1 6-10 2 6-10 1 

11-15 - - 7-10 3 



16-20 1 



26-30 I 



^neither of the Hartnell group had taken *72-*73 classes there. Fall *73-'74 records 
are unavailable at this time. No conclusion is possible. 



Current Activities' of Alisal High School Mid-Year Graduates 

(47 Persons) 



Attending College 




Unemployed* Seeking Work 


5 


Full Time Only 


3 


Housewife only 


4 


Fart Tiote Only 


2 






And Working 


9 


Armed Forces 


3 


Working 


Jl 


Other Training 


3 


Full Time Only 


11 


No Phone, Moved, Can't 




Part Time Only 


A 


Contact 


3 



cr.uluaifs attitulid North Salinas HlRh Sclun»l* Fall '73 56 

t.r4du.itfs Uiii not attend North Salinas High School Fall *73 U 

t<%MonKoU non-f»raduatos * 20 

(will not attend North Salinas High School Spring '74) * 

to oompleto rfquiroments at; 

Salinas Adult School 10 
Hartnell Coimnmity College 10 

UolvMscd then re-t?nt»*rod ^ 

76 studontH represents approximately 18% of the enrolled A25 Seniors in t tendance. 

Charaot eris tics of Graduates in Attendance Fall *73 
(reportI»d fn characteristics, variables, and nunber of persons) 



Ethnic (»roup 



G.*».A. 



Years at * 
North Salinas 



♦l 17 44 


Black 




2 0-1.9 3 


1 3 


Collcfte Prep 7 


IS 18 8 


Spanish Surname 


13 2-2.9 35 


2 6 


General 33 


19 4 


White 




41 3-4.0 18 


3 1 

4 46 


Vocational 16 


*Ste Allsnl High School, 


, p. 4 for definitions 








UnitK Annlied Toward Graduation From Various Sources 






(reported by 


source 


and nuinber of units and persons) 






Assisting in ^ 
School ODcratlon 


Summer School 


Adult School 


Hartncll Classes 


0 22 


0 


30 


0 31 


0 44 


0 Al 


1-5 9 


I- 5 


10 


1-5 9 


1-3 3 


I 4 


6-10 9 


6-10 


9 


6-10 10 


4-6 5 


2 1 


11-15 7 


11-15 


3 


11-15 3 


7-10 3 


3 


16-20 2 


16-20 


2 


16-20 2 


11-15 1 


4 


21-25 2 


21-25 


2 


21-25 1 







16-30 
3:- 35 
36-40 
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*5ee Alisal Hlj»h School p. 6 for explanation 

**Thi8 tallev is accurate. The list of graduates was compared with 
the list of 1972-73 and 1973*74 North Salinas High School par- 
ticipants. Again, very few concurrent students use Hartncll 
classes to wrlve high school course or unit requirements for 
gradiution. 



CharacterUticH nf Graduates Who Were Not in Attendance Fall *73 
(reported in characterlatica. variables* and number of persons) 

Where requinnnents %iere completed: 

Salinas Adult School 2 

Other Salinas School 3 

Hartnell College 6 



Sex 

Female 

Male 



8 
3 



Age 
17 
18 
19 



Ethnic Group 
Spanish Surname 2 
White 9 



Years at 

G»P.A. Itorth Salinas Prog m m 

0-1,9 2 11 College Prep 2 

2- 2.9 6 2 1 General 6 

3- 4 3 3 8 Vocational 3 

4 1 



Units Applied Toward Graduation Fr. m Various Sources 
(reported by source and number of units and persons) 



Work Experience 



Assisting in 
School Operation 



0 

1- 5 
6-10 

26^30 



5 
2 
3 

1 



0 

1- 5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 



7 
1 
1 
1 
1 



Summer School 
0 6 



1- 5 
6-10 
11-15 



2 
1 
1 



Adult School 
0 7 
1-3 1 
4-6 2 
7-10 1 



Hartnell Classes 



6 students used 
credits' toward 
graduation 



Released Non-Graduates (aiaracterlstics 
(reported in characteristic, vari^le, and nu^r of persons) 

Thesi* students have not transferred and remain North Salinas High School* s responsibility. 

Requirements will be met at: 

• Salinas Adult School 9 

Hartnell College 10 

Other Salinas School 1 



Sex 

Female 
Male 



9 

11 



16 
17 
18 



1 

12 
7 



Ethnic Group 

Spanish Surname 4 
White 16 



G.P.A. 

0-1.9 

2- 2.9 

3- 4 



Years at 
North Salinas 



1 

14 
5 



1 
2 
3 
4 



4 
1 
1 
14 



Program 

College Prep 4 

(General 12 

Vocational 4 
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0 



(rf|»oriiHl bv sinirVV am! mimlnT of units and por«onH) 



.\»;si**t Mill Ml 



U»»l lv j'X^H' 




VI* *A 5 ^il*'.**.''.* ill." 




Adult 


Sohool 


Hartnol.l 




(» 


11 


0 


!•> 


0 


U 


0 


IS 


0 


18 


I- ^ 


> 


1- 5 


•» 


1- 5 


3 


1- 3 


2 


1 


1 




I 


b-lO 


I 


6-10 


2 


4- 6 


2 


2 


1 




1 




I 


11-15 


1 


7-10 




1 








16-20 


1 






11-14 


1 







) 
1 
I 



5**prior to SprinR '74 

iurront Ao tlvities of North Salinas High School Mid-Year Crad uates 

(65 persons) 

Attending College ]9 Unemployed, Seeking Work 7 

Full Time Only 4 Housewife only 0 

Armed Forces 2 
Other Training 5 



Part Time Only 

And Working 15 

Working 27 

Full Time Only 18 

r.irt Time Only 9 



No Phone, Moved, Can't 
Conta t 



o 

ERIC 



10 



Salinas High School 



Group 

Graduates attended Salinas High School Fall *73 

Graduates did not attend Salinas High School Fall *73 

Released non-graduates 

(will not attend Salinas High School Spring *7A) 

to complete requirements at: 



Nuad>er in Group 

27 
9 

IS 



Salinas Adult School 5 
Hartnell College 9 
Other school 1 

Transferred non-graduates 

responsibility to Salinas Adult School 7 

50 students represents approximately IIZ of the 449 enrolled Seniors* 

Char a cteristics of Graduates in Attendance Salinas High School Fall *73 
(reported in characteristics, variables* and mnober of persons) 



Sex 

Female 24 
Male 3 



Age 
(1-25-74) 



16 
17 
18 
19 



1 
21 
4 
1 



Ethnic Group G«P«A» 

American Asian 1 0-1.9 1 

Spanish Surname 3 2-2.9 17 

White 23 3-4 9 



Years at* Program* 
Salinas High 



1 
2 
3 
4 



2 
2 
2 

21 



College Prep 4 
General 19 
Vocational 4 



* see Alisal High School, p. 4 for explanation 
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l^'" i ts ApplU'4 Towar d Graduation ffom Various Sources 
Treported by source and number of units and persons) 



rk Kxporionce 


^?fiiSl*a§eJSlion* 


Summer School 


Adult 


School 


Hartnell 


0 


17 


0 


12 


0 


8 


0 


17 


0 


I- > 


i 


1- s 


8 


I- 3 


6 


1- ^ 


•> 


1 


t-lO 


1 


6-10 


5 


6-10 


5 


4- 6 




2 


1 1-15 


•> 


U-13 


1 


U-15 


4 


7-10 


2 


3 


lb- JO 




lb-20 




16-20 


1 


11-15 






21-2S 


> 


21-25 




21-25 


2 


16-20 


2 




26-30 




26-30 


1 


26-30 
31-35 


1 


21-25 


1 





** 



26 



Sox 
Kcra.1 1 f 



*Muo Allsal High School, p. 5 for explanation 

**Cimourrent KnroUment participants list for Fall '73-' 74 was not 

avnllabU* at time of study. Since most students do not use Hartnell 
crodit to waive graduation requirements » the importance of this 
iharactoristic is somewhat academic. A parent of a Concurrent 
KnroUment participant wrote, in her evaluation of the program, that 
her son had decided not to graduate early because he had the best of 
two possible worlds! 

Characteristics of Graduates Who Were Not in Attendance 
at Salinas High School Fall 73-74 
(reported in characteristic, variables, and number of persons) 



Where requirements were met: 

Salinas Adult School 



2 
3 
1 
3 



7 



17 7 

18 1 
""m^ 1 



Ethnic Group 
Spanish Surname 4 
White 5 



Summer School 
Other Salinas School 
Hartnell College 

Years at 
G.P.A. Salinas High 

I 



0-1.9 - 

2- 2.9 6 

3- 4.0 3 



2 
3 
4 



8 

1 



Program 

College Prep 3 

General 4 

Vocational 2 
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12 



Wi^rk Experience 



0 

5 

11-15 
16-20 



4 
1 



Un i t H App 1 i t'd Towa rd Graduation From Var i ous Sources 
( reported by source and number of units and persons) 



Asitisting in 
Schooi Operation 

0 6 

1-5 3 



Summer School Adult School Hartnell Classes 



0 

1- 5 
6-10 
11-15 
16-20 
21-25 
26-30 



2 
1 
1 
1 
2 



0 

1-3 
A-6 



7 
1 
1 



3 participants 



Released Non-Craduates Characteristics 
(reported in characteristic, variables and Quad>er of persons) 

tt shtnild be remembered these students remian Salinas High School's reponsibility. No 
transfer has occurred. 

* • 

Requirements will be met at: , 

Salinas Adult School 6 

Hartnell College 9 

San Jose State I 



Sex Age Ethnic Group 

Female 9 17 12 Asian American 1 

Male 6 18 2 Spanish Surname 4 

1 White 10 



over 
20 



Years at 

G.P.A. Salinas High Program 

0-1.9 2 1 - College Prep 4 

2- 2.9 11 2 2 General 9 

3- 4 2 3 1 Vocational 2 

4 12 



U nits Applied Toward Requirements From Various Sources 
(reported by source and number of units and persons) 



Work Experience 



Assisting in 
School Operation 



Suaater School Adult School Hartnell Classes 



0 


9 


0 


10 


0 


6 


0 


10 


no students 


1- 5 
6-10 


3 
3 


1- 5 
6-10 


2 
2 


1- 5 
6-10 


2 
4 


1- 3 
4- 6 


1 
3 


known to have 
participated 






11-45 


2 


11-15 


1 
















16-20 








• 










21-25 


1 








26-30 


1 






26-30 
31-35 


2 


30-35 


1 
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Tr ansferred Non»Graduate Characteristics 
(reported in characteristic* variables* and number of persons) 

Whoro transferred to: 

Salinas Adult School 7 

J, Year» at 







Ethnio Croup 




G.P.A. 




Salinas His^h 


Program 




17 2 


Spanish Surname 


2 


0-1.9 


2 


1 


4 


College Prep 




18 3 


White 


5 


2-2.9 


4 


2 




Gem -.^l 










3-4.0 


1 


3 




Vocational 














4 


3 





5 
1 



"l7-vear-olds were very close to their 18th birthday. 

Units Applied Toward Requirements From Various Sources 
(reported by source and nuBd>er of units and persons) 



Work Expertenoc 
0 6 



Assisting in 
School Operation 

0 5 

1-5 1 

6-10 1 



Stimmer School 
0 6 
1-5 1 



Adult School Hartnell Classes 



lb -20 



1 



0 

1- 3 

7-10 
11-15 



2 
1 

3 
1 



no participants 
known from this 
group 



Current Activities of Salinas High School Mid-Year Graduates 

(35 persons) 

17 Unonployed, Seeking Work 

5 Housewife only 

Armed Forces 
12 Other Training 

5 No Phone, Moved, Can't 

3 
2 



Attending College 
Full Time Only 
l»art Time Only 
And Working 
Working 

Full Time Only 
Part Time Only 



1 

3 



Contact 
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District Characteristics 



It would be well to reoember that only the Salinas High School Fall 
*73-*74 list of Concurrent Enrollnent students was unavailable to this study. 
Considerable underestlnation of the influence of that program upon ndd-year 
graduation has not occurred. Again, probably no store than 15% of the concurrent 
enrolled students used credits earned at Hartnell to waive high school aduation 
requirements. By regulation no nore than 15Z of the Junior and Senior classes 
may participate at the sane time. At no time in any of the high schools has the 
proportion even approached lOZ. The largest percentage thus far has been 7%. 
Approximately 80-90% of the students are Seniors when they participate. In a 
sense. Concurrent Enrollnent is a preview of What college is lihe. 

Combining all groups, except the transferred* from the •three high schools 
constitutes the population of district mid-year graduates or released. The 
population parameters are: 



Categories by Mature of Release 
(191 Per8<m8) 
Graduated, attended district's Fall *73 Scc^ster 
Graduated, did not attend district's Fall *73 Semester 
Where requirements were met: 

Salinas Adult School 4 



130 



20 



Salinas Summer School 



3 



Other Salinas School 



4 



Hartnell College 

Released non-graduates 

(to return to high school for graduation) 

Where requirements are to be met: 

Salinas Adult School 



9 



41 



18 



Hartnell College 
Other 



21 



2 



15 



Characteristics of Graduated and Released 
(reported in characteristic, variables and nunber of persons) 



Sox (1-.25-7A) 

Female 137 16 2 
Male 54 17 1A3 

18 36 

19 8 



(191 Persons) 



Ethnic Group 
AsMsrlcan Asian 4 
Black 2 
Spanish Sumaae 56 
White 129 



G.P.A. 
0-1.9 13 

2- 2.9 126 

3- A.O 52 



years at 
High School 

1 13 

2 14 

3 28 

4 136 



ProgrMD 

College Prep 32 

General 104 

Vocational 55 



Units Applied Froa Various Sources Toward Graduatio n Reauireaents 

by Graduates and Released 
(reported by source, nunber of units and persons) 



Work Experience 



Assisting in 
School Operation 



(191 Persons) 



SinnerS^ool Adult School 



0 


95 


0 


104 


0 


94 


0 


143 


1- 5 


22 


1- 5 


35 


1- 5 


31 


1- 3 


12 


6-10 


24 


6-10 


27 


6-10 


32 


4- 6 


18 


11-15 


12 


11-15 


14 


11-15 


13 


7-10 


10 


16-20 


8 


16-20 


7 


16-20 


8 


11-15 


4 


21-25 


15 


21-25 


3 


21-^5 


7 


16-20 




26-30 


10 


26-30 


1 


26-30 


3 


21-25 


2 


31-35 


2 






31-35 


3 


26-30 


2 


36-40 


3 















Hartnell Classes 
(have been or will be) 

0 145 
1 or more 46 



Attending College 
Full Tiflie Only 
Part Tine Only 
And Working 

Working 

Full Tine Only 
Part Tine Only 



Current Activities of Mid-Year G raduates 

(145 Persons) 

Unenployed, Seeking Work 

Housewife Only 
Araed Forces 
Other Training 
No Phone, Moved, Can*t 



51 
13 
2 

36 

32 
15 



Contact 



16 
3 
6 

11 

11 



ERIC 
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Choice of Activity Coapared With High School Program 

College Preparatory General Vocational 

(22) (75) (47) 

*\ttonain8 College _11 27 13 

Full Time Only 4 6 

Part Time Only - 2 

And Working 7 19 lo 

Working Only 5 23 19 

Full Time 3 16 13 

Part Time 2 * 7 6 

Unemployed Seeking Work * 7 9 

Housewife Only 12 

Armed Forces 3 2 1 

Other Training 2 7 1 

Not Locatable 1 . 8 2 
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Obaervattons 

1. The number of mid-achool year graduates was approximately 12% of the Senior 
class. The most sigrtificant contribution toward fulfillment of course and 
unit requirements was attendance regular high school* 

2. Rtfleasfd non-graduates were approximately 3% of the Senior class. The ntudent 
who elects to conplete requirenents oft canq;>U8 is usually quite close to having 
met graduation requirements; perhaps the typical student has 180 plus units. 
Studen s who conplete at Salinas Adult School are often working also. This 
m.-iy he a case of need rather than preference* 

1. Tlie nuid>er of females choosing early graduation Is unescpectedly large* In 
this population, the number of girls is 2h times larger than the males. Me 
have no understanding of this unique phenomenon* 

A. Most of the seventeen-year-olds will be eighteen by June* 

5* Ethnically the Spanish Sumamed are overrepresented and, using the census 
survey tcrm.^all otherrf* (whites) are ^der represented* If early graduation 
were uninfluenced by any causal factor(s), then it would be expected the 
groups would be represented in the graduates in the same proportion that they 
occur in the Senior class. The Spanish Sumamed graduates are 10% larger 
than their corresponding proportion in the Senior class. The "all others" 
racial group is 5% less than its class proportion* 

6. The CP. A. proportions are in general agreement with ratios established by 
previous graduating classes. 

7. The one ar.c two-year high school attendance are within expectation. Mid-year 
release produces distortion in the analysis of three and four-year attendance 
that have not been reconciled. 

8. The analysis of high school programs presents significant information. Among 
the mid-year graduates, the number of College Preparatory is very much lower 
than expected. The number of General Program graduates is very much larger 
than expected. The number of Vocationally Prepared is slightly larger than 
established ratios In graduating classes. 
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»>. An anaivMlM of the soloctod sourcoH rtf unit input follows: By using the mid- 
point lit each clasH of iinitH and mtilt inlying by the clans frcKiuencyt it is 
possible to tsutkc a roasonnbit* eHttmation of the relative contribution each 
Hourco made to tneeting graduation requireotents. 



Sourov* 


Kstlmatcd 
Total Units 
Contributed 


NuBd»er of 
Participating 
Persons 


Nuiid>er of 
non->Participants 
in Source' 


Participants' 
Median Unit 
Contribut ion 


Work Experience 


1287 


M 


95 


11.3 


A8HiHting School 
Operation 


683 




104 


7.0 


SuiniiK>r Schctol 


961 


97 


94 


8.2 


Snlinas Adult School 353 


A7 


143 


3.7 


ilartnoll Classes 


690 


46 


145 


I class plus 



(IVohnicnl note: The curves, or lines, produced by plotting the frequency of 
tMCh unit class for each source ((frequency vertically cunulative units 
horizontally)) are non-nonnal, i.e., the curves are not bell shaped. Each curve 
rises rapidly, then trails off gradually in the direction of the higher nunber 
of units. Such curves are called positively skewed. In such cases, the cus- 
tomary measure of central tendency is the median: it is least affected by skev. 
The median, as an indicator, is a number or score that separates all vopulation 
observations on a characteristic into upper and lo««er halves. In other words, 
half the persons had less than the amount and half more.) 

It is apparent, that for those who utilise these opportunities, no source, 
on the average , contributes more than 6Z of the units required for graduation. 
Standing semester, course and proficiency requirements for graduation restrict 
at least 130 units, or 65% of the 200 units. This foundation provides a con- 
siderable stabilization against excesses. Seventy units is the present provision 
from which diverse individual interests are satisfied. However distributed, it 
is from within the seventy units that classes such as Geometry, Advanced Algebra, 
elective Foreign Languages, English and Social Science, laboratory sciences. 
Pine Arts, and commercial courses arise. 

It is not surprising that tfork experience has a prominent place in the 
options that were considered. More than 33Z of .the graduated and released stu- 
dents had vocational programs. Another inq>ortant, and often overlooked factor, 
concerning work experience is that participants earn a very modest income while 
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iMrninft graduation credits. Perhaps a large nuodter of work experience units 
in(licatt*s need for income, or a stronger need for personal Identity than is 
available in the typical school group setting. 

The median for Hartnell Classes is estiaated to be less than 10 units. 
U complete records %fere available the parameter could be stated with more 
precision. Our experience to date is that students are very conservarlve In 
using credits earned at Hartnell to waive course or unit requirements for 
graduation. Perhaps, Concurrent Enrollment is best understood as a preview, 
for those Interested, of college life and learning. 

Finally, this study was conducted, and Indeed made possible, with the 
assistance and cooperation of the district's three able hl^ school 
registrars: Alisal High School's Mrs. Fiser, North Salinas High School's 
Mrs. Thompson, and Salinas High School's Miss Gularte. In most cases, their 
meiMiries about past or present studoits is unfailing. Stv dents* permanent 
records were always at hand, and the latest available postings affixed to the 
proper record. 
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Educational Resouxrces Information Center (ERIC) 
National Institute of Education 
Washington, D.C. 20208 

Dear Sirs 

The following research studies have been submitted to be 
considered for announcement in Research in Education (RIE) • 
Please advise. 

1. Mid-School Year Graduation 1974 

2. Longitudinal Enrollment Dynamics and Changes in 

Ethnic Proportionality 

3. School and College Cooperations A Report on an 

Experimental Project in Concurrent Enrollment 

4. Enqployroent of Youth Who Attend Salinas Union High 

School District Schools grade 7 through 12 

5. An Analysis of the Evaluation of High School Experiences 

in Reference to the Personal and Educational 
Characteristics of the Graduating Classes of 1973 
and 1969s an educational and occupational status 
survey by applied sampling technique 

Sincerely, 

Fred Greaves 
Research Assistant 
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